LESSON 15 STATIVE VERBS & i1°I1

THHRH ARE TWO major types of verb in Hebrew, as in languages in general: stative (or static) and dynamic
(sometimes called “fientive™). Stative verbs describe their subject’s state or condition, rather than an
action, and are therefore intransitive (do not govern direct objects): the closest parallel to stative verbs in
English is the predicate adjective (He was old) and the verb “become” (He had become unclean).

Dynamic verbs—which we have been studying since Lesson 4—describe events, including any type
of movement. Dynamic verbs are therefore active, but not necessarily transitive, since they do not necessarily
occur with objects.

The verb 717 is usually glossed as “be”, “become™, “happen™, or “come to pass™. Its function is
larger than the English verb “to be”, which primarily links a topic with its [adjectival, nominal, or adverbial]
comment (e.g., “Goliath was large”, “Goliath was a giant”, “Goliath was in front of the Philistine army™).

15.1 STATIVE VERBS

STATIVE VERBS in BH describe their subject’s condition or state, and so are usually glossed with forms of “to
be™ or “'to become™. The forms of “be” that are used to render stative verbs do not have the same function as
the forms of “be” found in passive clauses in English.'

1. | The ball was thrown. passive
2. | The ball was red. stative
3. | The ball was polished. passive (if “polished” is a participle)
or stative (if “polished” is an adjective).
4.0 =N N2 TN T‘b_}xj Now Eglon was a very fat man (stative; “fat™ is an adjective)
5. -:ij':n =9 o oy | May YHWH's name be blessed ... (Ps 113.2: passive)

This is a list of the most common stative verbs in BH.

-I:; be heavy, wealthy n;:l be high, exalted
KB?TJ be full B'IJT be large, great
IU"FE be holy ]PI be old

ETE be near 7:‘“’; be clean, pure
Pﬂj be far, distant R beunclean, impure

15.1.1 FORM
1. The lexical form of most stative verbs (3ms gal perfect) has a vowel other than patah after the second
radical: either holem {_5‘[2, be[come] large/great) or sere (R, be[come] unclean).

2. Apart from this difference, the paradigm of the stative verbs is the same as that of 2% in the perfect:
strong stative verbs tend to have patah after the second radical in the imperfect and preterite. [NB: Many
of these forms do not occur in BH. |

For the various passive functions, BH uses different verbal stems (Lessons 18 21).
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Qal Perfect (5 be large, great)

Person Gender Singular Plural
1*  Common "ﬂ‘?'j:l I was/became great ~IZ'I‘7'_I21T We were/became great
o Mase. b onbm
2 TG C T You werelbecame great “ 0 You were/became great
Fem. P97 IRENE
: Masc. ‘7‘[3 He was/became great
R N ’I‘?‘Fﬂ They were/became great
Fem. ﬂ‘?'FJT She was/became great o

Qal Imperfect/Preterite (712 be heavy, wealthy, important)

Person Gender Singular Plural
1™ Common 22NV [ was/became wealthy M22) Wewere/became important
. Masc. a23n |asn
2 o You were/became heavy - You were/became wealthy
Fem.  *T23M M3725m
a4  Masc. 22Y Hewas/became heavy 2o
3 T ) ‘P They were/became heavy
Fem. 220 She was/became important  71IT2ADR
= " T = @ -

Qal Imperative (CTP be holy)

Person Gender Singular Plural
, Masc. IL"IP -'lfﬁ'IP
2ne " Beholy! . Be holy!
Fem. Rl kit

3. The 3ms gal perfect (lexical form) of many stative verbs is identical or nearly identical to the ms form of
the adjective of the same root, e.g.:

large, great ‘7'{% ‘7'{2 be large, great
old ]PT ]PT be old
il <)
strong  PI PIT be strong (also fientive: hold, seize, grasp)
TT -T
|(‘(-’}'(-’mo,f{fuH\'] clean 7 nm 1”& be |(‘(-’f'(-’!Ho.'EfHH\'] clean
. - - .
unclean WL NRRQ  be [ceremonially] unclean, impure
P P .
heavy, wealthy 122 22  be heavy, wealthy
. . - —— . .

full N3 NOD b full

4. On the other hand, only one form of a stative verb looks like the adjective: 3ms gal perfect is exactly
like the ms form of the adjective. In all other forms, the stem (or “theme”) vowel—the vowel after the
second radical—varies according to the type of PGN ending, just as in the fientive verbs (as the above
paradigms show). In the adjectives, however, the vowel does not change:



Adjectival Forms

Singular Plural Singular Plural
Masc. :jE Dq;jE near. Masc. -;:; D"'I:: heavy,
Fem. n:'jij nﬁ:’jP close. Fem. =22 pPI723  honoured

15.1.2 STATIVE VERBS & TIME

Stative verbs can refer to the present even in the perfect, in the sense that they describe a condition that
characterizes the subject. This same “presentness” is part of the function of the perfect of a number of verbs

of thought, emotion, and perception (e.g., I,

quotations. In Ezk 22.4, they might be |encle| ed as “you are ...

PYN PoDTTIYR RT2
ARmE PURYTIER T
TINTON CP2TR T2PT MW
2R MURTIR

iy NS TomT w

YT 0N EREON TR e
7225 v s YD nN

15.2 DyYNAMIC [AcTION] VERBS

27R). This is most common when they occur within

“you have become ...

because of your blood which you shed, vou are guilty,
and because of your deeds which you have done, you are
unclean (Ezk 22 .4)

. the servant shall say,
my children” (Ex 21.5)

‘I'love my master, my wife, and

. my master, O King, vou do not know (1 Kgs 1.18)

The king said to Shimei, “You know all the evil which
your heart knows, ..." (1 Kgs 2.44)

Dynamic Verbs (transitive) Dynamic Verbs (intransitive)
AN love =2y cross over, pass
o TT by/through
oSN et devour, consume -i‘jn go, walk
- T - T
BN say, speak == godown, descend
- T =-T
Y=y possess, dispossess aujy  remain, sit, setile, stay
-T =T
apD  write, inscribe
-T
-:i‘jr: reign las king] (also Some verbs can be either
T stative: be king) dynamic or stative in gal:
ary  forsake, abandon, leave PTH be strong (also
T “T  dynamic: hold, seize,
grasp)
Sy stand, stop, stay
-7
aay  lie down, sleep
- T
vny  listen, hear; obey
-T
=ny guard. watch, keep
-T

15.3 THE VERB "

Although the function of “being” is often implicit (cf. predicate adjectives, participles, and adverbial
functions), the verb 7777 is often glossed as “be™ or “become™ (the latter especially when followed by 5).
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15.3.1 ForMs OF 111

Because 7177 ends in a vowel letter rather than a consonant, its forms are not like those of the verbs that we
have studied to this point. The primary difference is that the final 77- disappears whenever there is an ending
(and in the preterite when there is no ending). [III-77 verbs (7777 and other verbs like it) are discussed in
Lesson 25.1 17 is so important to the structure and message of Hebrew narrative that we introduce it here.
The chief characteristic of II-77 verbs is that the final 77- (which is a vowel letter, not a radical) disappears
before PGN endings in all forms. It is replaced by a yod. which is a vowel letter for either hireq or sere, as
these forms show:

Qal Perfeet of I

Person Gender Singular Plural
I I
1™ Common "7 [Twas WM We were
. b =T
I
4 Masc. o amaa
2 T T You were © % You were
Fem. nn -
- T
o Masc. 1 He was
3 T 1 They were
A :

Fem. ;'II:T"EF She was

1. The vowel letter vod (as part of hireq-vod) “replaces” the final vowel letter 77- before
consonantal endings (endings that begin with a consonant).

2. The 3fs ending 710- “replaces™ the final vowel letter 7.

3. The 3cp vocalic ending 3- “replaces” the final vowel letter I-.
4. The 2fp gal perfect of 71771 does not occur in BH.

5.

Because they are preceded by a vowel, the - of the PGN endings does not have dages lene.

Qal Imperfect of 1°0

Person Gender Singular Plural
1 Common ,'I“,'IK fam/shall be ,'I";'IJ We are/shall be
o Masc. kg Eiintn
2 W You are/shall be © You are/shall be
Fem. ™70 atinin
d Masc. Y Heis/shall be EArad
3 Vi _ e F O They are/shall be
Fem. MR She is/shall be TN

1. The vowel letter yod replaces the final vowel letter 71- before consonantal endings (2/3fp).
2. The vowel before the final - is segol.
3. The vocalic endings ¥ - (2fs) and - (2/3mp) “replaces” the final vowel letter 71-.

Qal Imperative of 71

Person Gender Singular Plural
Masc. 177 ™I Be!
Fem. " —

1. 2fp gal imperative of 71°77 does not occurin BH.

~yndd

2 . - - . . y
“This nomenclature for types of verbal roots was explained in §6.2.
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Qal Preterite of 7190

Person Gender Singular Plural

1™ Commeon  "7INRY  [was YO Wewere/became
T o=
nicd Mdbc “nnl ‘annj

2 ; You were/became it You were/became
Fem. - 13MIm
. Masc. M He was/became ™M

3 : r e 7 They were/became

Fem. SWIM She was/became TN
- Hila T = -

1. Final 71- drops off in the preterite, and forms without endings end in hireg-yod.
2. The 2fs gal preterite of 77T does not occur in BH.

Do not confuse forms of 77 with the Tetragrammaton (on left).

Y He was [became] 3Jms QP
Y TT
i Y He will belcome) 3ms QF
. S
Yﬂlﬂ : 1Y Let him it] be[come]!  3ms Q1
(YHWH)

1Y They will be[come] 3mp QF
MM | MM And he will befcome]  3ms QP + waw
(and YHWH) Y And he was [became]  3ms Q Pr

1. Inthe imperfect, the vowel after the second radical is segol.
In the preterite, the final 71- (a vowel letter) drops off: the -» prefix is not doubled due to the
following Sewa.

I3

N.B. Youdo not need to memorize these paradigms, but you should be able to recognize and identify the
forms of 71°71.

15.3.2 FUNCTIONS
The primary distinction in the function of 7177 is between the 3ms forms and the other forms of 77™7. Since

the non-3ms forms are more easily explained, we discuss them first.

1. All forms of 7777 (including 3ms; Ru 1.1) can link the subject and predicate, with the form of 771
indicating the general temporal frame of the clause.

ID:‘? 1Y DORBMY o1 o They are unclean, and they are/shall be unclean for you
T e ) "7 (Lv 11.35) [both clauses have predicate adjectives]
QIATIDNT YT YHWH's hand was against them (Jg 2.15)
-:Vay IR SRR T TUND As [ was with Moses, [ shall be with you (Jos 1.5)
ﬂ;'b?ﬁfi noa "‘? The kingdom was mine (1 Kgs 2.15)

-3

Furthermore, with an expressed (nominal, substantive) subject, 7" is the predicate of a stative clause to
which it adds explicit temporal information (past for the preterite and perfect, and present or future for
the imperfect and w+perfect). This is not primarily a static description, but often signals some sort of
change in the subject’s condition or state, and therefore a turn in the narrative. It thus often marks the
beginning of a segment, as these examples illustrate:
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TN 1M and there was light (Gn 1.3)
ij Ll :Tl} sy There was a morning and there was an evening, ... (Gn
T T LS) or "A morning was and L.
*[).1;::3 aym sy Therewas afamine in the land (Gn 12.10; Ru 1.1); or
STTOTT T A famine came upon the land”
JJUT'F“'D& 'H'I" sy YHWH was with Joshua, and his fame was inall [i.e.,

"~ throughout] the land (Jos 6.27)
YN ‘7.,:1 Y I

The 3ms forms of 77 frequently open or introduce entire passages, especially in narrative. Without an
expressed (nominal, substantive) subject, the 3ms preterite and w+perfect tend to signal a temporal or
locational shift in the flow of events which is identified in the next two or three words. Either an
infinitive construct (below) with a preposition will follow the form of 777, or a temporal phrase, with a
Pl‘t‘pmition and one or more nouns (At that time”, “After these things™). In these cases the presence of
1177 should be reflected, perhaps by using an appropriate expression, or spacing (e.g.. a blank line
between paragraphs) to signal the change.

a. If the form is *7™1 (3ms gal preterite of 7*7), it opens a past narrative built on a series of preterites
(italicized in both passages):

'[‘7?“"}{ 7?“&"‘1 N1 ﬂl}: ""I"‘W So at that time, Abimelech said (Gn 21.22)
NE™ -mr\ ‘; ™ D'F'F Dﬁr\ﬂ: shiy! Now in those days, Moses grew up, and he went out to
U"N 87"7 Dﬂ‘?"’:a: NT‘W T"T'm ‘78 his relatives, and fie saw their burdens, and fie saw a

man ... (Ex 2.11)

b. If the form is 77771 (waw + 3ms gal perfect of 71%7), it is either the predicate of a simple clause, or it
introduces a series of instruction or prophecy built on a series of waw+perfects. This form therefore
occurs primarily within direct quotations, rather than on the main storyline of the narrative.

D'ﬁﬁx Ti"‘tﬁ '[""h Your name shall be Abraham (Gn 17.5)
D:"J:I D:"‘?N 'IT?"N""‘" 'F"'H When your sons say to you ..., you shall say (Ex

T 12.26-27)
=lgiay *

1 may be followed by a temporal particle, such as *2 (“when™ in this context), which in turn is
then followed by one or more verb(s) in the imperfect, preterite, or waw+perfect conjugations; "1 is
rarely followed by these particles.

RiAhY oae D:‘? RIPY™2 31 When Pharaoh summons you and says ... (Gn 46.33)
Z“IL’;'H DW‘SW x;\nq-q: ﬂ::ﬁ When he sins and is guilty and returns ... (Lv 5.23)

The combination of a form of 77 followed by the preposition 2 has two predominant functions:
possession and change in status.
a. The combination can indicate possession (the “possessive” use of 7), with a temporal nuance added

by the conjugation of 71°77.

7?;-\']&3 1‘3"‘?{"] ... and he had flocks and herds (Gn 12.16)
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b. It can also indicate a change in its subject’s status or condition, introducing what the subject has
“become” (or, in the future, “will become”) by the 5.

S WEJB QTN YT The man became aliving being (Gn 2.7)
inhinio! ﬂ"lx‘? M1 It shall be a sign of acovenant (Gn 17.11)

c. These functions can be combined when two words are introduced by S>—one indicates the new
“owner”, and the other the change in the subject’s status.

nw‘x‘j ﬁ‘?"’ﬂﬁﬂ ... and she became his wife (Ru 4.13); “a wife of his”
]2‘7 H‘?"’ﬂ'_’j ... and he became her son (Ex 2.10)

‘? "‘?'-'i"ﬂ'_’ MM .. and they shall be[come] my people (Jr 31.33)
-
-

‘j ]1727[':'“7":'[ Hebron became the inheritance of Caleb son of
: P T i Jephuneh the Kenizzite (Jos 14.14)

1DI|TJ

TPT TEETIS 27
arity

:D"‘!;g‘? w:!'-m‘? :'I":'IJ 'IJT'[JZS We shall be[come] my lord’s slaves (Gn 44.9)

15.4 FREQUENCY Some forms of 7—by far the most common verb in BH (c. 3500x), are extremely
frequent in the Bible:

:'I:EI He was [became] 3ms QP 1022x

n::ﬁ He will be|come] 3ms QP +waw  776x
WM Hewas 3ms Q Pr 396x

ﬂ"n" He will be[come] ImsQF 334x
-'I":I'_' They will be[come] 3mp QF 130x

",'I" Let him [it] belcome]! 3ms Q] 75x

15.5 CONCEPTS
dynamic intransitive status, change of
fientive  static transitive
stative
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15.6 VOCABULARY'

be/become full (st. vb.); full (adj.) N‘?T: 219 | if, then oN 211
o ON ... OR  cither... or '
al few, lirtle (adj.) Ayl 22 re/become high, exalted (st. vb.) may 212
[a] few, little (ad| 220 | be/l higl Ited (st. vb 212
- - - T
be/become holy; restricted in use 9 221 | leeremonially] clean, pure (adj.) == 213
- r i ! = i'l' ) . T
{(st. vb.)
be/become far, remote, distant (st. Pnj 222 | be/become [ceremonially] clean, =
vb.) o pure (st. vb.)* T
far, remote, distant (adj.) Pnj belbecome [ceremonially] unclean, N 24
T impure (st. vb.): unclean, impure o
(adj.)
call, invite, summon; name; read; x-” 223 | be able [to] (st. vb., often with ‘;':w 215
proclaim [This overlaps with 7P T infinitive construct, §16.2.6¢): T
{(Lesson21).] overcome, prevail (over)
near, close (adj.): be/become zjji 224 | fear, be afraid of (thing or person Ny 216
near, close, approach (st. vb.) . T introduced by 11, 221, NNY) (st. vb.) T
=
belbecome whole, complete (st. ¥ 225 | bedbecome heavy, severe; honoured, == 217
E ——
vb.) o wealthy (st. vb.): heavy. severe; &c. o
(adj.)
for, because; that; but; since, while; = 218
! -
when, if [NB: These glosses do not '
exhaust its function, but will suffice
for the purposes of this grammar. |

15.7 EXERCISES

When you have reviewed the forms and function of 71°7, gloss these clauses, parsing all verbal forms.

Ps 104.1b: TR very, much IND m‘j'm ‘ﬂ‘jx e
Ex 3.5: Eba |f{)] here D‘?ﬂ :an-‘jx 1&}:11 2
1 Sam 2.22: Eli -Nn ]PT .,53” 13

Gn 27.2: MR is construct singular of N1 PN o "ﬁl?'j: x"; "mi?I x:l-n;_n 7?_;8;"] 4

Lv 18.25: XpM1 vomit (3fs Pr); 20° nw‘?y Ry -;'P;x.j TINT NRem S
inhabitant (ms Q Ptc) T "_P_‘w;_'i_;x "[.’;;Q'I ;Qﬁﬂﬂ
’j'l' T H e T j'I' i' 'I: =

Ex 2.11; Moses nwn ‘jj:‘ql Dna qu:-:; qnq] 6
Gn 13.2: 3P0 property: Abram omiutimb] rp:z :-I.'IP?BZI CIND T2AD oOaNy 7

3 . . . . . T . . \ . .

This list includes all stative verbs with strong verbal roots that occur fifty times or more in BH. Stative verbs from other root types
will be introduced later.
+ o 4 —— arAA e .

About one-half of the occurrences of both 77 and RR® are in Ly,

131



2 Sa 20.17: 7RI (2ms pronoun with ANy ighiat j-mi;._m w_;x'm_ ,-;-»‘2;:: :ij] 8

interrogative -7) Is it you?: TN [female] qnm: AT PRy 1“7 SRR UN NN

servant: Joab T s T oot ooTow T
I";‘JZS mnaw 7?;&‘"]

Gn 9.1 (I Gn 1.28): 772 e fruitful: 737 :*{jxn-nx -'IN‘??:-'I 1293 7D Dﬂs RN 9
multiply (both are 2mp Q imperative) T o ’ oorT T

Please locate all of the occurrences of "1™ and 717717 in Genesis 11.27-13.18, as well as any stative verbs, and
identify their function.

15.8 ENRICHMENT: GENESIS 13.2

Since the 3ms gal perfect of stative verbs are identical in form to the masc. sing. adjective, the interpretation
of some clauses is open to debate, with potentially significantly different interpretations. In Gn 13.2, for
example, does 723 describe a state or condition, or is it a flashback to Gn 12.167 The three interpretations
are all grammatically permissible:

Now Abram was very wealthy (723 as either 3ms ga/ perfect or ms adj.)
TINR 722 DO2NRY  Now Abram became very wealthy (723 as 3ms gal perfect)
' "~ Now Abram had become very wealthy (722 as 3ms gal perfect)

There is probably not a great deal of difference in the long run—however we translate it, Abram was veru
wealthy. The larger question is how this wealth affected his relationship with Lot, and thus we might want to
get some idea of when the troubles between Lot’s and Abram’s shepherds may have begun.

Our interpretation of the events of Gn 12, and of the relationship between Gn 12 and 13, will affect
how we read this clause. The verb can only be interpreted in reference to its clause and the larger context. Gn
12.16 says that however well-to-do Abram had been, his wealth greatly increased after Pharaoh took Sarai,
which in turn suggests that Gn 13.2 is meant to remind the reader of what had happened in Egypt (Gn 12.16).
This in turn suggests that the third option listed above—the past perfect—is the best in this context. We are
here searching in the shadows between philology and interpretation, but its occurrence in a disjunctive clause
also suggests a flashback to events before the immediately preceding preterite (“Abram went up from Egypt,
...7:Gn 13.1).
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LESSON 16 THE INFINITIVES & SUMMARY OF QAL

HEBREW HAS TWO forms that are called “infinitives™—the infinitive construct (NC) and the infinitive
absolute (NA). The names refer to whether or not the particular infinitive can occur with affixes; NC
routinely occurs with prepositions and pronominal suffixes, whereas NA does not. The term is unfortunate,
for two reasons: (1) they have a distinctive form, but their identity as infintives does not depend on the
presence of a preposition as does the infinitive in English (“to ...”): (2) their function overlaps with that of
the English infinitive only occasionally.

16.1 ForM

In nearly all verbs, the infinitive construct is essentially identical to the 2ms imperative. The ga/ infinitive
absolute has games after the first radical and helem after the second radical. This chart lists 2ms gal
imperfect and imperative for comparison.

imperfect imperative infinitive infinitive

(2ms) (2ms) construct absolute
Sun Sunn bun Sun Sun
3> oPSR aN® an3 ans
20U asun bl 22U bl
ynY oumuR vy ound wing
16.1.1 INFINITIVE CONSTRUCT: FUNCTION HBI §2.2.6

. Infinitives are inflected for stem, but net for person, gender, or number. Instead, they use pronominal
suffixes to indicate pronominal subjects (“he”, “they™), or nouns to indicate nominal subjects: in some
uses the subject is implied from the context.

2. If the subject is a noun, it follows the infinitive construct: if the subject is pronominal (“he”, “they™), it
is suffixed.

3. It NC has an object, the object may be suffixed (in which case the subject will be a noun), or it may
follow the infinitive (in which case the subject may be either a suffix or noun). These clauses illustrate
the possibilities:

17?2@:1 when he guards or that he may guard
EP;?:'DZS 17?2!?:1 when he guards Jacob
R 22 IMIN TN After /e buried him (1 Kgs 13.31)
Ha g e " aT
=nron oabhS o teach them war (Jg 3.2) [the pronominal object may be
T T T considered “indirect” in English]

1nnx nP:j wj:-;-nx ﬁl??_:w:-'l ﬂd)’g’hen he heard the words of Rebecca his sister (Gn
H T = H A HE - _. R }

4. NC often occurs with prepositions: the preposition indicates the function of the subordinate clause.
When NC occurs with a preposition other than 3, it tends to be the predicate of a temporal
[circumstantial | clause. In these cases its temporal reference—or “tense”—is relative to that of the main
clause. Both prepositions -2 and -2 convey contemporaneous action (when, while, as): the temporal
aspect depends on the preposition and the cotext.”

This function is precisely analogous to the infinitive with prepositions in NT Greek.
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n

6.

"aNToY -i‘;nn-wj-m 2oUs m When my Ion"cl the |\I ng .s:h-’c-*p.s- with his fathers, ... (1 Kg
T o ' ' TT* 1.21). |The future is indicated by introductory 737,
NN TITE_E MINN .. after he buried his father (Gn 50.14).
OUTTIN PRND vy When he saw the gold ring ... and when he heard the

. am g —y—— S vesamima  Words of Rebecca his sister (Gn 24.30). [The past is
MY AP TIRTON WRUDY | dicated by introductory 171 ]

When the phrase D72 (in the day [that]) precedes NC, it usually has the same contemporaneous function
as the prepositions -2 and -3 (i.e., when, while, as), although it can also refer to a specific period of
time (daylight, twenty-four hours, &c.). This may affect interpretation—does Nu 30.9 mean that the
husband must restrain his wife immediately (“when he hears”), or either before sundown or within the
next twenty-four hours (“on the day that he hears™)?

'FUT“ TN HBU DT“: ﬁwx_, just as when Moses sent me (Jos 14.11)
=iph D"'F‘?K KT: D'I"Z ... when God created them (Gn 5.1)
TN N TN OYhY o 1-;: =Ry and if, when her husband hears, he restrains her, ... (Nu
T -T T . = H z 30-“_)}
With a prefixed 2, NC has four main functions (not all of these infinitives are gal):
a. felic (purpose, result); this is always the case when it occurs with ]:;?;5.. and often when it occurs
with prefixed 5:

l?f:fﬁ'? oy 'I"):r‘ 1;{'1111 They came from all the peoples to hear Solomon’s
o -I?"BU s on N wisdom (1 Kgs 5.14).

-i‘;?:-; ‘;x TJZI'DTT’ nY Wl T'[‘?U"W Toi sent Joram his son to King David 7o ask him for peace

and to Dless him because he had fought against Hadad-
DT‘?U‘? 15 ‘7&!&‘7 T ezer (2 Sa8.10).

a} iy nn‘a: xSy 1:1'1‘:\1

J'TT?*U‘?'I -3-;-13_75 ]-m T ... inthe garden of Eden to serve [till] it and 1o guard it
(Gn 2.15)
b. gerundive (glossed as “by ing”, where the blank is filled by the infinitival verb)

j‘; n:u-; DT"HN TTPU Keep the Sabbath day by sanctifying it (Dt 5.12)
T;-;‘;x -h-rﬂ '717: ynun 3 When you obey YHWH vour God Dy keeping all his
T"ﬂ?k?" ‘7"'!7& 7?‘%"7 commands (Dt 13.18)

c. complementary, completing or explaining a “vague verb” (927 “be able™, 192 “finish”, 5711 “cease”,

the hifif of 7O “do again, repeat”™. NC also has this function without 5. [In Jg 3.18 and Ru 1.1§,
English style suggests their gerundive gloss.|

DDN 790‘? ‘7 WTON ... ... if you are able o count them (Gn 15.5)
.}'F“BN 7:1"[‘7 be a1 She stopped falking to her (Ru 1.18): She ceased fo talk ...
AanaTIN ""777‘7 "F‘?.u ... ... he finished offering the tribute (Jg 3.18)

d. gquotative frame. The form =185 (Q NC of =mN; trad., saying) is the most common infinitive
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construct in BH, usually following verbs of speech other than 21N (although it does occur with
MR-
7?“&‘7 IJU'I'I"'ﬂK 130" They answered Joshua, saying, *... (Jos 1.16)

7?2&‘_7 o2 N‘??"‘ D'F"‘?JJ 'IT'EBUKW [ sent messengers to them, saying, “... (Ne 6.3)
7?"&‘7 PIDITIR V2 13M  Boaz commanded his servants, saying., *... (Ru 2.15)

N.B. Although 7 occurs far more frequently with NC than any other preposition, and even though the 7 is
often glossed as “to”, the 7 is not the “sign of the infinitive™ as the word “to” is in English. [In other
words, “go” is not an English infinitive, but “to go” is.] In contrast, 5"“3—nm'1 or without the 5 is an
infinitive construct.

7. NC is negated by either “D?B_ or “I_ﬂ?:? expressing negative purpose or result, or a negated gerundive.

Rblelan (7:;'{ "‘ﬂ‘?"‘? NS ... [commanded you not fo eat fromit ... (Gn 3.11)
-;5_‘?3-; PN rju wn‘j'ﬂj 'i‘j?;ﬂ ',p;-\-; They pressed the king not to burn the scroll (Jr 36.25)
“3'1‘7'1‘7 T"I‘?K mm” ﬂx ﬂ:wn ]9 ... lest you forget YHWH your God by not keeping his
LSS Y commandments ... (Dt 8.11)

16.1.2 INFINITIVE ABSOLUTE: FUNCTION HBI §2.2.7
Called “absolute™ because it is not directly connected to anything, the infinitive absolute (NA) never occurs
with prepositions, suffixes, or any other affix except the conjunction waw and interrogative —7 (this occurs
23 times in BH).

infinitive infinitive

construct  absolute

Sun  Sun Sun

anD ans ans
aou b aou
hijaYis pofalis iplali

1. NA usually occurs in a clause with a finite form of the same verb. This makes it fairly easy to recognize,
because there are two forms of the same verbal root in one clause. It apparently focusses or strengthens
the function of the main verb. Its gloss depends on the function of the main verb (stem and conjugation)
and the context.

"[)'IJTN :B;xh ‘j’:x ]33- [)-y ‘7:?2 ‘:From [any] tree of the garden you may freely eat, but
R . N 7_1. n - from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil ..., you
AR MR D7 2 DI Ghall surely die” (G 2.16-17)
PARN 71?225 “Lmost certainly said ...” (1 Sam 2.30)
'["‘?IJT: :'I:‘??_:?-_ﬁﬂ'ﬂ;ﬁ DIPN DR Dwill certainly tear the kingdom from you (1 Kgs 11.11)

2. When NA occurs alone, it serves as the main verb in its clause. When it does this, its function is
equivalent to that of any conjugation, but is most often imperatival.



=931 DIJ:'I"?N =i =Ry Moses said to the people, “Remember this day!™ (Ex 13.3)
i o 17N
D%@'ﬁ" TR DNTPY 'I‘?:F Go call in the hearing [ears] of Jerusalem (Jr 2.2)
S0 hEM 'IT‘?:F Go and wash ... and you will be clean (2 Kgs 5.10)

(ad

Two different verbal roots occur side-by-side in NA, especially NA of ':]5?7. in the sense of continually
or constantly.

‘71"[.11 'P‘j:[ M7 ‘i‘jﬂl David continued to grow strong (2 Sam 5.10 [= 2 Ch

11.9]); grew stronger and stronger
Iﬂﬁﬁ?ﬁfﬁ?‘; I;TPI:H 'IT‘?:I oo ... continually blowing the horns (Jos 6.9)
SO :'I{?IJ .1‘75_71 ... and they were weeping as they went up (2 Sam 15.30)
T T T =

4. NAis not directly negated, although the main verb of its clause may be negated with 87 or X.
16.2 SUMMARY OF THE QAL STEM
It is helpful to think of verbal forms in Hebrew as containing certain “diagnostics” that help us identify the

stem and form of the verb. The most basic of these are the PGN prefixes and endings for the perfect,
imperfect (cohortative, jussive), preterite, and imperative. You must be able to identify these at sight.

PERSON  GENDER PERFECT IMPERFECT IMPERATIVE
- T 8se. PL | Sg PI. Se. Pl
15 common W7 _ 1 - _N .

L Masc. D- on- N or-n| a1
2 ' ,'[T B,
fem. n_ 'In_ R O ,'[_1 -n v ,‘[;r i}
Mmasc. L - 7 .
3|'cl ) .I _
fem. nT _ -n ”:l -n

Since the PGN affixes are common to all stems and types of verbal root, they do not enable us to
distinguish a verb’s stem (which often affects or determines the verb’s function). It is instead the vowels that
“attach” the subject [PGN] prefixes to the verbal root that are the primary diagnostic of the verb’s stem. We
will address this as we encounter each stem (Lessons 18-21).

16.2.1 THE QAL STEM

The word gal means “light”, used gal is the only stem that has no “stem prefix™ (its only prefix is the subject
[PGN] prefix in imperfect and preterite), and no doubled letters (in the strong verb).® The sign of the gal are
the a-vowels of the perfect, the {occasional) folem of the imperfect, imperative, and infinitive construct, and
the holem and Sureq of the gal active and passive participles. In imperfect and preterite, the primary signal
that a verb is gal is the hireq under the prefix.

The primary diagnostic for the gal is therefore negative: no prefix or doubling in the perfect,
imperative, participle, and infinitives, and hireq as the prefix vowel in the imperfect (cohortative,
jussive), and preterite. This paradigm summarizes the gal. [See also the full paradigm in Appendix D.]

This means that doubling is not a sign of the gal. as itis of some other stems.
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Dynamic Stative
Verb Verb
Perfect 3ms ‘jtﬁm -as
Imperfect  3ms  byis =339
Preterite 3ms ‘jtﬁr:.ﬂj ‘I:I:.'-"?
Imperative  [2]ms ‘jtm: "[.:3

Conjugation PGN

Inf. Const. me a5
Inf. Abs. 5-@5 ‘r:ﬁ

Ptc. (active) ms ‘;wn
Ptc. (passive) ms ‘jr,rﬁn

Qal perfects tend to have a-vowels; gal imperfects and preterites tend to have o- or a-vowels.

The prefix vowel in gal imperfect and preterite is hireq.

The “stem™ or “theme” vowel (gal imperfect, preterite, imperative, infinitives) is either holem (fientive
roots) or patah (stative roots): this only appears when there is no ending or a consonantal ending.

Qal active participle is nearly the only verbal form with hofem after the first radical.

Qal passive participle is the only verbal form with a u-vowel between the second and third radicals.
Qal is the only stem that lacks both a stem prefix (perfect, imperative, infinitives, & participle), and a
doubled middle radical. [The significance of this will become clear as we study the other stems.]

s D =

ok

=

16.2.2 THE CONJUGATIONS

We have now reviewed all of the conjugations of the Hebrew verb, as they appear in the gal stem of the
strong verb. How are the functions of these conjugations related?

1. The perfect and preterite are complementary. If a disjunctive clause interrupts the preterite chain of a
narrative, the predicate of the disjunctive clause may be in the perfect. This is one way in which BH
shows a ““flashback™—an event that happened before the story—or compares the actions or situations of
two characters. The predicate of the disjunctive clause may also be either participial or non-verbal, in
which case the clause contains background information about the setting.

2. The imperfect and w+perfect are complementary. If a disjunctive clause interrupts the w+perfect chain of
instructions, commands, or predictions, the predicate of the disjunctive clause will usually be in the
imperfect, showing that the event is secondary to the main line of the instructions, &c.

3. Infinitives construct are either circumstantial (often after *111) or complementary, filling out “vague

verbs”, showing purpose or result, or functioning as gerunds. They may do this after any finite
conjugation (imperfect, preterite, perfect, imperative).

4. Participles are functionally adjectives, modifying or functioning as nouns, although they occasionally
occur with a form of 777 in a sort of “periphrasis”™.
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5. The conjugations can occur with various affixes [in addition to the subject (PGN)]:

This conjugation can be combined with ...

Conjugation conjunction w- article prepositions pronominal suffixes
imperFect yes no no yes
Preterite always no no yes
imperatiVe yes no no yes
Perfect yes no no yes
Participle yes yes yes yes
iNfinitive Construct yes no yes yes
iNfinitive Absolute yes no no no

a. Thusa verb with an article (e.g.) is a participle: a conjunction-less verb cannot be preterite, &c.

b. “Yes” does not mean “always” (“always”, however, means “always”).

c. “No” means “never”.
16.3 FREQUENCY More than one-tenth (10.5%) of all verbs in BH are infinitives (6985
occurrences in BH), but infinitives construct (9.4%) are far more common than
infinitives absolute (1.1%: 796 occurrences).

Verbs in gal account for slightly more than two-thirds of all

verbal forms in BH (c. 49,000 occurrences). They occur in the various conjugations

in about the same proportions as all verbs in all stems (§5.6).

16.4 CONCEPTS

circumstantial clause

gerundive

16.5 VOCABULARY

infinitive absolute
infinitive construct

temporal clause
vague verb

open (vb.) N 234 | there is/are not (opp. 317): no: wa 226
o TR often  without '[“2:#

innocence; righteousness :-IE:IE 235 | not (adv.); except, unless (cj.) '7:_1 227
' us. “ﬂr?lr? or “D?::]".ﬁ "ﬂ'?:l

north 1123 236 | wine = 228
= -

abundance, multitude, great quantity == 237 | right (hand, side): cf. Benjamin T-»;:w 229
(“son of my right hand™); south T

chase, persecute, purste rljj 238 | seat, throne NO3 230

T I 2 1 T30 2 7

rejoice, be glad m !rg 239 | number, total 7?0?2 231

hate Ny 240 | dwelling; Tabernacle ]:wr: 232
T T -

break, smash, shatter j;: 241 | assembly (trad. “congregation™) n':m 233
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16.6 EXERCISES

After learning the forms of the ga! infinitives construct and absolute, and reviewing the ga/ system, please
gloss these clauses, parsing the verbs. Remember that infinitives have no PGN: if they have a pronominal
suffix, it is identified by PGN in the “suffix™ column.

2Sam 15.10: 570 spy (here R SRy waw522 ovhion oidwan noun
secret messengers). 7?‘1." ) ST T T TF‘U-I ‘717 nx D-']J?"U

ram’s horn; Absalom;

Hebron a2 m‘vmx Ton o
Gn 37.8: interrogative —7: when followed by 15-;‘73} -i‘;r\n -i‘jra-; w—m 1‘7 TMNRN 2
DN, the two clauses express alternatives (real or
hypothetical) wz Sunn Sinos
Gn 3.24:12UM he caused 1o dwell: DTRR [to oYEND TN ]-m-]_-“j D-;Pr: T:rﬁnj 3
the] east of; 13 garden; Eden; 07 life . 'D;"H-F "[)']J _ﬁ__nx 7?‘“&75 o
=R AVEEE "R I R SR L
Qo 3.6, 8: '1“53‘7‘?7 throw away (hifil of ﬁ"‘ -iw‘ju-;‘; 1'13.77 11?«@; ny 4
x3zb npy 25 Ny
iy npy mmron Ny
Jr 45.1: 727 he said: Jeremiah, -r,j: ‘jx xw_dn -,-majw j: ij j_ ”-; S

Baruch, Neratah 7PN OM2TINN 92032 MR

MM R DSy

Fx 1526 L ToR MM S5 pnun vingtoR MR
Pr 6.22; 22% lie down: [the subject of IR (3fs) is “Wisdom”] T‘?? -nYn T2sYa
| Sam24.21 Tionn Ton v3 myT
Jos 14.7: 3¢ DWW 40 DN MMTI2Y R ﬂ‘?U:I DI MY DWATNTI2
vears old: 53 to spy (D): Moses, YIRTON ‘;;_j‘? y2 wIEn

Kades Barnea
2Ch24.1: 13 »2UT2 7 years old: Joash 1:‘7?;2 WZS'_" D"J@ JJ;W']J

Dt 6.17 [the nun on mr;‘:‘m does not affect its function] nln-: NWEE'NN T,jr; mn 71?2@

1 Sa 8.7: ORM reject, spurn; refuse: the second " but IONR? :Tn'x x"j "
DIRY TOR TONR INTZ
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I Sam 23.15: 7™ fie saw (3ms Q Pr < wWanNR wp:‘; BTINW NYYYD T NTM
TIRT): KRB go out: WP seek: David, Saul ' ' ' T o :

Gn 41.49 > + Y until S lea Tx-w: 7-90‘7 ‘;-m-w: -y
Dt 12.23;p2only: 538N 2ms QF)  wipy NI 0T 2 077 o8 *R35 P po

27Oy wel B:xn 8
Dt 21.14; 7om sell (N.B. 3fs suffix) r|°-"3 ﬂ;ﬁ;?:n‘&'? mislat]
2 Sam 19.6-7: NEIT you have shamed: DT!'I nwﬁ-; -i‘j?:-; ‘jx -1&1-; 7?“&"‘7
both NCs are geluncll\e (*by ___ing")

TRITN 2N TIrOT ueeT
TaININ NS

16.7 ENRICHMENT: GERUNDIVE INFINITIVES

As the functions outlined above suggest, not all infinitives construct are created equal. In Deuteronomy
10.12, for example, the first infinitive construct, fo fear, presents the basic response of the Israelites, whereas

the next three—by walking ... loving ... serving—expound what “fear”

Teun SNY ISR M Sxo nam

Therefore, Israel, what does YHWH your God

means in this covenantal context:

ask from you
T"'I‘?N YRR 'INT"B DN "2  but to fear YHWH your God
7""7""7.;2 n2 ‘7‘7 by walking in all his ways
NN 'I"'IN‘?'l and by foving him,

‘7 ‘j_,: Tt';‘jg 'H'I"'DN ';'117‘71 and by serving YH\\iH your rol with all of
your heart and all of your being (Dt 10.12).
Tyt S
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LESSON 17 QUESTIONS, NEGATIVES, NUMERALS

THIS LESSON addresses three syntactical and functional topics: (1) explicit and implicit questions; (2)
negated clauses (at which we have already glanced under the topic of “irrealis™ (§6, §6.11, §10.3); and

(3) numerals. Addressing these together does not mean that they are unimportant. Numerals occur in
nearly 3000 verses (and not just in genealogies and the book of Numbers!), there are more than 6000 negated
statements, and nearly 900 explicit questions.

17.1 ASKING QUESTIONS

BH asks questions in two basic ways. Explicit questions begin with an interrogative form, such as an
interrogative pronoun or adverb, or the interrogative particle -77. Implicit questions—which are much less
commeon—are required or suggested by the context. Unlike English and many languages, BH has no question
mark.

17.1.1 INTERROGATIVE ADVERBS

1. BH has a number of interrogative adverbs, which can ask about location, direction (“where”), reason
(*why"), or manner (*how”). Since a good many questions in BH are rhetorical—asked not to gain
information, but to make a point (e.g., Gn 4.9: Ps42.4, 10)—the line between questions and
exclamations is often blurred (e.g.. "R in Is 14.11 and 2 Sam 1.5).

N Where? ﬂ"ﬂx ‘7: n N Where is Abel, your brother? (Gn
) RS RS
TN Fromwhere? 31x Moliimil x‘; [ did not know where they were
T T from (1 Sam25.11)
SR N
N Where [is]? 56X :ﬂwn";x a8 Where is your God (Ps 42.4)
TN N [To] where? 42x -i‘jn j-m;.g N “Where are you going?” (Zc 2.6)
-:iwx How? Why? mptaliola NBEJ -:Fx How you have fallen from
_w" How! roTETT " heaven! (Is 14.11)
n?’ N -3 ny-;w -iwx How do you know that Saul is
61x BWNU s dead? (2 Sam 1.5)
<=2 mausy mosN How the city sits solitary, ... ! (La
) 7"177 1.1)
7?3‘7 Why? "Jﬁ ﬂ:U 'I?"‘? Why have you forgotten me? Why
178x do [ go about mourning? (Ps
o Tox TS G

v Why? 7% o2 TR T Whyis my master weeping? (2
T - 7T T Kes812)

17.1.2 INTERROGATIVE -]
I. The interrogative particle -77 introduces “yes-no” questions by being prefixed to the first word of a direct
or indirect question.’
*‘Jx "‘7.»'[ AmTadog? (1 Sam 17.43)

Bxﬁw 'i"JJ'I Is Israel a slave/servant? (Jr 2.14)

‘Tt is preceded twice by the conjunction -1(2 Sa 15.35: Zc 3.1).
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(cont’d.)
I‘*:.;'IZS TN ST Am I my brother’s keeper? (Gn 4.9)
=N Pj'-m oul o) X959 And are not Zadok and Abiathar there with
TTEMS T b "7 you? (2 Sam 15.35)

The vowel under the interrogative —7 varies according to the first letter of the word to which it is
attached:

Interrogative If the word begins with ... Example
+ Vowel
1 any non-guttural followed by a full vowel ey Did she keep
- TT T watch?
= any guttural followed by a vowel other than =2y Isaservant...?
- . -~
- qames or games / 1atuf, C
or any non-guttural followed by a half-vowel D":'I‘?Nﬂ Did God ...7
M any guttural followed by games or games hatuf IR Aml .7

The compound form K‘b{? (R + -1) introduces a negative rhetorical question—i.e., a question that
assumes a positive answer. These might be represented with or without a “tag question™ in English (e.g.,
“Am I not YHWH?” versus “I'm YHWH, aren’t I77), or even “indeed”. The question’s cotext (literary
context) and content determine which might be more appropriate).

.:'H'I" 2 JK K‘?'I AmI not YHWH? (Ex4.11)
TJNN "2 .'IN NT‘?'I “Am I not your she-donkey, ...7" (Nu 22.30)
anl} D:"'I‘?N 'H'I" N‘?'I Is not YHWH your God with \,ou’ (2 Chr
22.18)

Polar questions—"yes/no” questions that pose a choice between opposites—end with XD DN (“... or
not” questions: e.g., Jg 2.22), introduce each choice with interrogative —7 (Nu 13.18b), or end with DR
followed by an adjective (Nu 13.18c).

‘jxjw-r-nx 02 niv} ]3.7?2‘3 ... in order to test Israel by them—whether
they will observe the way of YHWH ... or not

MM TITOR O DMUT (1oh o),
NSO

N1 ‘["Tisri'nx Dﬂ"‘}ﬁ'ﬁ and see the land, what it is,
:I"'?ITJ mles kg QUITINY  and the people who live in it
N2 N7 PO —whether they are strong or weak,
20TON NI BYRT [whether they are] few or many (Nu 13.18).

Implicit questions are not marked (interrogative —7 occurs only 746x). Some questions are semi-explicit,
introduced by a verb such as ORW, “he asked”, but most must be recognized from the context, which
means that there is often disagreement about whether or not a particular clause is a question or a
statement. In 1 Ch 22,18, David exhorts the leaders of Israel by asking a rhetorical question (introduced
by R'?[]}. Does the force of the interrogative carry over to the next clause or not? It can be read either
way:
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2nD 02 "'I‘?K mm N‘?'I Is not YHWH your god with you?
2"2@?; D,_,‘? 717717 And has he not given you rest all around? or

And he has given you rest all around.

Nor does the rest of the sentence (“for he has given into my hand the inhabitants of the land, and the land
has been subjugated before YHWH and his people.”) answer the question, since it fits both readings.

17.2 NEGATIVES

BH has three main negative clause-level adverbs—N?, 5&5.]‘_‘&_&;’1“3
infrequent negatives (e.g., “H?B_. Lesson 16). These largely and usually negate the clause in which they occur.

as well as a number of relatively

I. The adverbs X5 and 8 negate clauses.

'IU?" ‘7& 'IIJ?"U N‘?W ... but they did not listen to Moses (Ex 6.9)
‘,jﬂ: x‘j Itk nxjwj ... but the fear of YHWH they did not choose (Pr
1.29)
"J" ‘DXTP'&‘? Ldid not call, my son ... (1 Sam 3.6)

;]3 7?"&"5& E"‘U'I'I" 7?"&"'1 Jehoshaphat said, “The king should not say so” (1
h T Kes228)

I3

8 and TR can also occur in single-element statements as “No”, when the rest of the sentence is
understood from the context:

;T-rx FW?EKW N ng-wwn 7?2&7 “... and he says, ‘Is there a man here?’, you shall say,
TR T T ' T TR Net 7 (Jg4.20)

T»‘j:, "T'[T" 2 x‘j ‘lj?‘\xﬂj They said, “No. Instead/But, we will spend the night
in the square™ (Gn 19.2).

3. TN negates non-verbal clauses as “There is/was not/no”. When it negates a participle, its subject is often
a pronominal suffix. When the participle itself is the subject, "R can function like “without ...” (Lv
26.36).

?'723?"7;2 M2 PN There is none like me in all the earth (Ex 9.14)

st -:ij'.-;-,-m =190 qux =UND  Just as you do not know what the way of the spirit is
s SRR 00 113)
1r|'j7 "N 1‘7921 ... and they will fall without a pursuer (Lv 26.36)

4. "N occurs with the possessive preposition 5 to indicate that someone “does not have” something. The?
is prefixed to the person who “does not have™:

571 121 ... and e had no son (Dt 25.5)
‘7&3 TL"‘K‘? 1"R2NY  but if the man has no “redeemer, ...” (Nu 5.8)

5. 1"RY occurs with nouns and participles in the sense of “there is no one who™ or “without™

:n’gj;‘? OeN jmﬁg-]w;sj ... but there was no interpreter of them for Pharaoh
T ' (Gn 41.8); ... no one to interpret them ...
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(cont’d.)
pvalizhla ij ... but there will be no [without a) deliverer (Dt
T Tr2829)
N2 W NI 1" No one went out and no one went in (Josh 6.1)

17.3 NUMERALS

Like English, Hebrew has two sets of numerals, cardinal (e.g., “one”, “two”, “three™) and ordinal, which
identify order (e.g., “first”, “second”, “third”).

17.3.1 CARDINAL NUMERALS
“One” - “Ten” “Tens™
“Masculine” “Feminine”
-”:[x ntﬂg one
D*itﬁ D*ﬁtﬁ two (the initial
T T 7 Sewa is silent in
the feminine)
wow Sy e oy thirty
YO TR four DY forry
URm TR five R fify
aes :'HQIL’ Six QWY sixty
ﬂ;rﬁ :-FITJ:TL’ seven D"IJ:W seventy
;'FJ?:W ﬂ.l?:rﬁ eight D“J?:T.L’ eighty
IJI;?ﬁ m;wn nine QWUN  ninety
ﬁWJ} :‘ﬁtm_} ten Dﬂjwl} twenty (plural
o TTo YT of “ten™)

1. Apart from “one™ and “two”, the main difference between the masculine and feminine forms is the
“feminine ending” (71-).

2. When the feminine forms occur in the construct, the final 77- is replaced by N- (as in nouns): e.g., 772U/

3. The numeral “one” usually follows the noun that it modifies and agrees with it in gender and
definiteness. If there is no noun, it functions like an indefinite “one™ in English, often with the article.

KL=

Tl 'IT:R_‘S'TZ?"}; "2 Weare the sons of one man [a man] (Gn 42.11)
Dﬂ‘? Ininh ﬂjﬁﬁ They [shall] have one law (Lv 7.7)
iah) DTP?;"?N 'I‘?T:'F ‘?:ﬂ Everything goes to one place (Qo 3.20)
12 ART QW The name of one was Pishon (Gn 2.11)

4. The numeral “two” can either precede or follow its noun, which is in the plural. If it precedes, it is in
construct, but does not mean “two of ...”. “Two” also occurs with pronominal suffixes:

D":_Im D"j-‘i?ﬁ}_} two pillars (2 Chr 3.15)
a2 “JIU MNY ... and her fwo sons (Ex 18.3)
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(cont’d.)

-:F,m:a mph b IRRVa) n‘; =Y NS YHWH said to her, “Twe nations are in your womb™
TR U TooT T T (Gn2523)

MY DTG IDONM The fwo of them ate together (Jg 19.6)
T = ol H =
5. The numerals “three” through “ten” disagree in gender with the noun that they modify.

Tj:l"‘:l: :'WN :'IT;"?W These three were Noah's sons (Gn 9.19)
R D"“?EW ,'Hé??:ﬂ five shekels of silver (Lv 27.6)

6. Hundreds & thousands:
AN 100
o°ANRD 200 (dual ending)
miNg WOy 300
o &
7ON 1,000
D"Q"?Z:t 2,000 (dual ending)
Deby MDY 3.000
o &e.
7227/ Ma7 10,000
2°0927 20,000 (dual ending)
M7 WU 30,000
&c.
7. #6 (above) illustrates how Hebrew forms compound numerals (e.g., “thirteen”, “ninety-nine”, “one

hundred forty-two™): numerals are either juxtaposed or linked with the conjunction 7. Determining
whether to multiply or add large numerals is contextual.

TI?I; nyanN WEJ"?; fourteen people in all (Gn 46.22)

TN 00D MINR WY 621 (E22.26)
MING WM A28 DWW Y 46,500 (Nu 121)

8. The preposition -2 occurs with numerals in the sense of “approximately™ or “about™

WINR DIND Y2IRD about four hundred men (1 Sam 22.2)
D"‘.'_lféi TIUN: about ten years (Ru 1.4)

9. Age is usually indicated by the phrase “the son of X vears™:

Y oo oMy Iﬁﬁﬂ']ﬂ omany  Now Abram was seventy-five years old ... (Gn
TT R - T -T T -z |24}

q:‘;n: TIRING nj’mﬁ-]a J;:nslzlh \;71« eight years old when he became king
T o T TT : 2 g\ __.I]‘



17.3.2 ORDINAL NUMERALS

Ordinal numerals, adjectives that tell the order in which something occurred are generally formed by adding
" - to the cardinals (but not “first™ and “second”). Ordinal numerals are not inflected for gender:

'pwxﬁ first (cf. MR, beginning:; WX, head)
AR first (occasionally)
W second
DY third
"IJ":T fourth (cf. D2IN)
W fifih
WY sixth
"JJ":W seventh
"J"?:TL’ eighth
"‘IJ"WH ninth
"7"@3_.7 tenth
. The ordinals function as attributive adjectives, following their noun and agreeing with it in gender,
number, and (usually) definiteness:
"IJ":IUU mh ol "M Onthe seventh day ... (Josh 6.15)
ﬂj!fﬂp (m iy -V 03121  Onthe fourth day, ten bulls, ... (Nu29.23)
]17:[2’5 NI T]Iﬁ&j "R Tamrhe first and Tam the last (Is 44.6)

2. Ordinals only function from “first” to “tenth”; beyond “tenth”, BH uses cardinal numerals:

moRMTAN Y They made [celebrated] the Passoverin the first
——em ~_  [month] on the fourteenth day of the month (Nu

TIND o LY APITNI TRNTR )
TT:R‘S‘? TUY O NI  Inthe fwelfth year of Ahaz ... (2 Kgs 17.1)
17.4 CONCEPTS
cardinal numeral non-verbal clause polar question

interrogative negation rhetorical question
ordinal numeral
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17.5 VOCABULARY

nine pojrajel
ten oY oy
twenty imblylinhy)
hundred TNR
two hundred D"i;];ﬁé
thousand | ;i‘jg
two thousand 29858
first (ord.) TII;?&%
first; beginning (n.) ahlinh
half "‘ET'[
shekel (approx. 11.4g, 0.5 oz.) BPIE’

17.6 EXERCISES

1. You will find numerals for the populations of the tribes of Israel in the following verses. Please fill in
the name of each tribe and its population at the beginning and end of the wandering in the wilderness.

one (m., f.) minhy
two (m., f.) D"itﬁ
second (ord.; m., f.) "y
three Iﬁ‘?fﬁ
four tnighl
five wnn
Six i)
seven l?:t?j
eight 1Y

NB: The order of two tribes is reversed in Nu 26.

Num 1 Population Num 26 Population
1.21 26.7
1.23 26.14
1.25 26.18
1.27 26.22
1.29 26.25
1.31 26.27
1.33 26.37
1.35 26.34
1.37 2641
1.39 2643
141 2647
143 26.50
1.46 26.51
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2. These verses contain numerals for, e.g., ages, numbers of people (census lists), &c. Please gloss the
clauses, transmogrifying the numerals.

Gn 5.27; Methusaleh n;@ NiNG ﬂ@ﬁ"l n;@ D"IUIL’W U n‘;rmnr: nmrbs
Gn 7.24; 223 prevail; the sign sof O NN o *(’7&'['53.7 oM Mam b

pasug [:] marks the “end of the verse”

Ex 23.12: mbun you shall do (2ms Q F n:wn wpw:wa mLlmb] T’WIJ?; :‘FWI_JD o nmm C

< i TTL.‘.u?J work, deed; D2 rest

2 Sam 54-5: 7 155na 7 MY owbYa ©
month, new moon; R s P
David, Hebron, '|‘??‘ 'IJU D"IJ:ITK
Jerusalem, Israel, D"U'Iﬂ 'IUUW D"JU IJ"U 'I'I'I'I"'BU 'I‘??* ]17"7{3
Tudah TN ‘mww 5., by MY wou n*u‘vw Ton obwmn
Nu 11.19; the second form of D"?"‘" -mm-[ N‘?W D"?“T" ;.g'jj ]-,‘jdxn 'IT'[K mp ) N‘? 1

09 is dual (i.e., two days)

;o oMy N9 oy Ty 85

3. Please gloss these clauses and sentences, parsing the verbal forms.

Nu 14.41; 77 717 why ?: Moses MM BTN 02V opR MY ,-m‘; T MmNy @
Ir 314 mEUHG DNYY YR MmN ooy Ry b
I 44.6: 713 thus: D83 redeemer (Q Pre):  MIN2R 1T ORI ORISR M MND <

1IN lasr; “1-"--5:?3“;){”???0”1 except D"-I‘jx Tx "-FIJ‘?J?”'I ]17“& ,ij ]117&7 ":Ix

for, without (+ lcs suffix); Israel

2 Kes 10.34; 0 [the] rest, remainder: 1nj1'13 ‘j_,j -ml} 1U;~:"j_,j NI 2T 0
Y do: 723 strength, power: Jehu D"?""'I "'7'1"' 7"‘0 ‘jU 02D D'I'&T‘?'I
warm s5nb

17.7 ENRICHMENT: /IRREALIS

If a story is a record of events—a record of “what happened”—why do authors tell their readers that some
events did not occur? What does negative information (irrealis) add to a story?

As Lydia walked down the street, she saw a dog tied in front of a house. The
dog barked and lunged at her, breaking its rope. Suddenly realizing that it
was free, it ran after her, but did not bite her.

In this admittedly simple illustration, the negative clause (in italics) tells the reader something that is
contrary to expectation. We probably expect that a barking dog that breaks loose and chases someone intends
to attack that person, but this dog did not, contrary to our expectation (and, perhaps, to our experience). In
fact, in this example, the last (negative) statement also leads us to conclude that the dog caught her, since if it
did not, the irrealis would not make sense (if the dog didn’t catch her, it couldn’t have bitten her).
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But what if the story read:

As Lydia walked down the street, she saw a dog tied in front of a house. The
dog barked and lunged at her, breaking its rope. Suddenly realizing that it
was free, it chased her, but Lydia ran inside befere the dog could catch her.

In this case the negative information is that the dog did not catch her (most readers would probably infer that
if the dog had caught her, it would have attacked her). The irrealis is given obliquely and implicitly, in a
“privative” clause (related to the root of the word “deprive”), rather than in a negative statement.
Furthermore, if we rewrite the last clause so that it reads merely *... but Lydia ran safely inside”, we would
not need the clause in italics, since the word “safely” implies that the dog did not catch her®

In the beginning of the story of Abram, we find a number of irrealis clauses:

by =b TR TPy s=iy s And Sarai was barren—she had no child (Gn
TT T - TIT < -T - II.30}

This is one of the precipitating crises of the Abram story—his lack of an heir—set over against the
divine promise of descendants (e.g., Gn 12.2: 13.16). Sicne we are told this at the very beginning of the
stories about Abram, we might suspect that this will become an important theme in what follows.

In 1 Sa 3.1b, the author uses a form of irrealis to warn readers against mis-reading the preceding
incident (the prophetic announcement of YHWH's judgment upon Eli’s house). This prophecy follows Eli’s
word to Hannah (1.17), which might encourage us to think that prophetic revelation was relatively
commonplace in Israel at that time. As the opening of 1 Sa 3 shows, however, that was not true:

Q7 oM P MMTI2TY Now YHWH's word was rare in those days:
Rl TITT:[ 1™ there was no vision breaking through (1 Sa 3.1b).
This double statement not only warns against misinterpreting the prophetic activity of the preceding chapter

as a normal occurrence, but also helps to set the stage for the restoration of prophetic revelation through
Samuel (which is the story of 1 Sa 3).

B, . .y . . . "o s . - . . .
There is another type of irrealis, which we might call “positive” irrealis. In Lv 103, Aaron’s response to Moses” speech was silence:
178 07 and Aaron was silent. i.e.. Aaron did not speak. This raises a host of complex questions about the relationship between
positive and negative statements that are better left for another course of study.
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