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to have fewer. Modernity has been
marked by a dramatic “demographic
transition,” beginning in the late
nineteenth century and continuing
today, with more and more women
deciding to forgo motherhood.

This disconcerting fact poses an
urgent and unavoidable challenge
both to our continuation as a so-
ciety and to our very conception of
the worth of human existence. Is the
demographic implosion a response to
practical costs and benefits, which
might be amenable to amelioration,
or does it tell us something deeper
about a loss of purpose or faith?

Overall doesn’t dwell much on this
question, although she does address
whether the extinction of the hu-
man race is something worth caring
about (it is, she believes). Instead, she
concludes her book by defending the
personal choice to have children. As a
mother, the advice she would give to
others is: “Don’t miss it.”

In ending on this upbeat note,
Overall doesn’t pretend to analytic rig-
or, and it’s hard to see how she could.
She invokes Pascal’s wager not so much
for the precise parallel but for the no-
tion that making a choice in the face
of the radical unknown is unavoidable.
Even with all the control and planning
that modern science facilitates, the
consequences of our decision to repro-
duce are still largely unpredictable.

We don’t know what our offspring
will be like, what awaits them in life,
or how they will turn out. We must
love them “unconditionally,” al-
though, as Overall acknowledges in
one of the more thought-provoking
passages of the book, it’s hard to ex-
plain exactly what that means when
our children disappoint.

In the end, she points to a
nonrational notion of human love,
and the unique and unprecedented
connection that arises when a child
is born. We wouldn’t want to miss
it, she says, but it’s not obvious why.
Here, at least, Overall doesn’t so
much duck this difficulty as quail in
the face of the mystery.

In God’s Name

by Phillip Cary

The Divine Name(s) and the
Holy Trinity: Distinguishing
the Voices (volume 1)

BY R. KENDALL SOULEN
WESTMINSTER JOHN KNOX,
312 PAGES, $30

ome years ago, when revi-

sionary theologians pro-

posed baptizing people “in

the name of the creator, the

redeemer, and the sustainer,”
their opponents insisted that the tra-
ditional biblical formula, “Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit,” could not
be dispensed with, because it is not
merely a metaphor but God’s own
name. There is a problem with this
argument, however, because these
words do not really behave like a
proper name. We get them by trans-
lation from the Greek, Pater, Huios,
and Hagia Pneuma, rather than by
transliterating them from the original
language, like true proper names such
as Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

But there is a deeper problem, which
is that this same God has already given
himself a true proper name in Hebrew.
This is the sacred name of the God of
Israel, usually known as the tetragram-
maton (“the four letters”).

R. Kendall Soulen, professor of
systematic theology at Wesley Theo-
logical Seminary in Washington,
D.C., suggests that a number of dif-
ficulties in Christian talk about God
might be resolved if we recognize
that this is a different way of naming
than “Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,”
that the revisionary proposal exem-
plifies a third way with its own uses
(though not in baptism), and that all
three have their indispensable place in
Christian theology.

Phillip Cary is professor of
philosophy at Eastern University.

These are not three names, but
three ways or patterns of naming,
which correspond in Trinitarian
fashion to God, Christ, and the Holy
Spirit, and which Soulen accordingly
labels the “theological,” “Christo-
logical,” and “pneumatological” pat-
terns. His book is an extraordinarily
instructive examination of how these
patterns unfold in both Scripture
and tradition, where all three—often
intertwined—operate as the “most
appropriate ways” of naming the
Trinity, none of which makes the
others unnecessary.

The “theological pattern” centers
on the God of Israel, his sacred
name, and the many ways of not ut-
tering it aloud. In English Bibles the
name is usually rendered LORD, with
four capital letters, to represent the
Jewish practice of saying Adonai
(Hebrew for “Lord”) in place of
the name.

here are other ways to avoid

saying the name of God, and

in the Gospels Jesus uses many
of them. Especially common is the
“divine passive,” in which what God
does is described in the passive voice.
When Jesus says, “All authority in
heaven and earth has been given to
me,” we know who gives the author-
ity without having to say the name.

Most important, when Jesus
prays, “Hallowed be thy name,” he
is asking the God of Israel to sanctify
his own name, as he promises to do in
the Scriptures. Thus, Soulen argues,
“Reverence for the divine name, ex-
pressed by its nonpronunciation, is
the very wellspring of Jesus’ speech,
a token of his longing for the escha-
tological vindication of God’s name
[and] the silent source from which all
his audible speech flows.”

This theological pattern of naming
refers not just to God the Father
but to Jesus himself, for (as Soulen
argues, following scholars such as
Larry Hurtado and Richard Bauck-
ham) the New Testament confession
“Jesus is Lord™ attributes the proper
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name of God to the exalted Christ
in heaven. It is not just confessing
that Jesus has lordship or authority;
it is the most powerful way imagin-
able of saying, in a Jewish context,
that he is fully divine: He has God’s
own name. From this fundamental
confession comes Paul’s worship of

“one God” and also “one Lord, Jesus
Christ” in 1 Corinthians 8:6, which
generates the basic structure of the
Nicene Creed.

The “Christological pattern” of
naming centers on Christ as the Son
of God, and thus includes “Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit,” as well as

Barth on Scripture

ROBERT SPAEMANN

yet know the prob

g

At your bookstore,
or call 8o0-253-7521
www.cerdmans.com

recent books from EERDMANS

ICONS ICONS AND THE NAME OF GOD
NAMI Sercius BuLcakov
' Transwaten &y Boris JAiM
“Inspired by the Orthodox understanding of the Incarnation
Bulgakov's comprehensive vision of the Word made flesh is on full
display here, thanks not only to the great theologian himself but also
to his gifted and tireless translator, Bonis Jakim.”

ISBN 978-0-8028-6664-6 » 192 pages = paperback = $29.00
THY WORD IS TRUTH

GEORGE HUNSINGER, editor
“In this exciting volume George Hunsinger gathers a distinguished
group of scholars to assess and interpret Barth as a reader of
Scripture. Each of these essays, in different ways, offers fresh
insights into the theology of Karl Barth and into Scripture as a living
witness to the truth who is Jesus Christ.”

ISBN 978-0-8028-6674-5 = 256 pages * paperback + §40.00

CELEBRATING A CENTURY OF ECUMENISM
Exploring the Achievements of International Dialogue

JoHn A. RADANO, ed
Fosewonn B WALTER CARDINAL KASPER

Celebrating a Century of Ecumenism brings readers up to date on
one hundred years of global dialogue between many different church
traditions, including Anglican, Lutheran, Methodist, Roman Catholic,
Pentecostal, Evangelical, Orthodox, Baptist, Disciples of Christ
Oriental Orthodox, and more

ISBN 978-0-8028-6705-6 » 356 pages * paperback * $40.00

LOVE AND THE DIGNITY OF HUMAN LIFE

On Nature and Natural Law

itor

Foreworo &y DAVID L. SCHINOLER
“These three essays by Robert Spaemann will make an excellent
first encounter (it is unlikely to be th
g and delicate

German Catholic moral philosopher

ness at its most engaging.”

ISBN 978-0-8028-6693-6 = 79 pages * paperback * $12.00

Wm. B. EERDMANS
PUBLISHING Co.
2028 2140 Oak Industrial Dr NE
B ] Grand Rapids, M1 49505

Paul Valliere

— William H. Willimon

g last) for readers who do not
thought of this distinguished
This is Chnistian thoughtful-

— Dliver 0'Donovan

55




related terms such as “Our Father
in heaven” that grow out of Jesus’
own address to God as his Father.
Unlike the sacred name represented
by “LORD,” none of these are pure
proper names, but flow out of Jesus’
pious Jewish avoidance of uttering
the name.

he Christological pattern is

the standard way of referring

to the Trinity as such, but
does not supersede the original self-
naming of God. Soulen, a prominent
critic of “supersessionism,” the view
that Christianity supersedes and re-
places all things Jewish in the elec-
tion and covenants of God, explicitly
rejects the anti-Jewish theology that
supposes that calling God “Father”
must be an advance over the Old Tes-
tament naming of God. Both are, in
his terms, “most appropriate ways of
naming the triune God.”

The “pneumatological pattern” is
a third “most appropriate way,” in-
spired by the work of the Holy Spirit
on the day of Pentecost causing God
to be praised in a multiplicity of hu-
man languages. It s the least fixed of
the three, and the furthest from the
use of proper names. It embraces a
fruitful abundance of descriptions
of God, including all the substantive
terms that can legitimately complete
the sentence, “God is . . . ,” begin-
ning with scriptural terms such as
Word, Wisdom, Water of Life, Bread
from Heaven, Truth, and Comforter,
as well as alternative proper names
such as El Shaddai and also El Roi—
Hagar’s name for God, in the only
biblical story where a human being
gives God a name,

This proliferation of names con-
tinues in the Christian tradition,
which knows many “divine names™
(perhaps better translated as “divine
nouns,” since the underlying Greek
term means both). We find them in
the treatise On Divine Names by
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Dionysius the Areopagite, where
God is true Being and Goodness and
Beauty, but also in the triadic anal-
ogies explored by Augustine in his
treatise On the Trinity, where God
is compared to Memory and Intel-
lect and Will, as well as in the triads
of nouns fashioned by theologians
inventing terms for God in new
languages. Soulen gives a long and
fascinating list, ranging from the an-
cient Church Father Irenaeus (“God,
Offspring, Similitude™) to theolo-
gians from contemporary Myanmar
(“Sun, Brilliance, Warmth™).

Dionysius is particularly influen-
tial in this regard. Agreeing with the
pagan Platonists, he argues that the
highest divinity must be named in
many ways precisely because it is es-
sentially nameless. The divine nature
calls for an indefinite multitude of
names because no one way of nam-
ing it is adequate. If the Christian
tradition can appropriate pagan phi-
losophy in this way, Soulen suggests,
why rule out in advance the names
that might be uttered by Hagar’s
daughters in, say, Myanmar? We
should expect the praises of God
begun at Pentecost to continue until
kingdom come.

n the other hand, there are
limits. Just as the triune God
is not to be addressed using
names such as Zeus, Apollo, and
Athena, so all Christian speech must
be disciplined by the scriptural wit-
ness to the unique God of Israel, who
is the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Here the Dionysian tradition has
sometimes failed, due not so much
to its roots in Greek philosophy as to
the sheer forgetfulness of the lore of
Jewtish piety in the Gentile church.
The revelation of the sacred name
in Exodus 3:15 has been miscon-
strued, for instance, as God’s refusal
to be named, an indication of the ul-
timate unnameability of God, rather

than God’s act of naming himself. Or
it has been treated as a description of
God as pure Being (as if it were not a
proper name but simply equivalent to
the “I am” of Exodus 3:14). And the
term “LORD” has been interpreted
like the word “king” as an analogi-
cal description of God’s rule over
creation, rather than a stand-in for
the unpronounceable name.

The pneumatological pattern does
not function well without the other
two. Taken to extremes, it results in
treating all words for God as free-
floating metaphors pointing at a de-
ity beyond all determinate language,
which can be named in any way that
expresses the depths of human expe-
rience. At this point one loses a sense
of which God is being spoken of.

hus all forms of Christian

discourse are weakened,

Soulen argues, when they for-
get that the God incarnate in Jesus
Christ already has a name, a name
he gave himself and made known
to Israel. Conversely, Christian the-
ology today can be enriched by re-
covering an understanding of and
reverence for God’s Jewish name, as
the foundation of one indispensable
pattern of naming along with the
two others that have always played a
necessary role in Christian worship
and thought.

The Divine Name(s) and the Holy
Trinity is the first of two volumes.
The next will address contested is-
sues in contemporary theology and
then draw implications for what can
be said about the eternal being of the
triune God. It is a volume for Chris-
tians to await with anticipation. And
it is sure to reinforce the growing,
salutary conviction that Christians
cannot be children of their Father
in heaven without their older broth-
ers and sisters in the faith, the people
of Israel to whom the living God re-
vealed his proper name.

Ivy Reveries
by George M. Marsden
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ooks warning of the im-

minent demise of college

education are becoming al-

most as common as those

predicting the demise of
the printed book. In College: What
It Was, Is, and Should Be, Andrew
Delbanco adds his thoughtful voice to
the humanists alarmed that the sort of
collegiate experience they had a gen-
eration ago and which they perpetu-
ate in their own classes is beleaguered
on many sides. Delbanco teaches at
Columbia University, where he di-
rects the university’s American stud-
ies program, and is known for his fine
historical studies of American litera-
ture and culture.

His ideal collegiate experience is a
residential one that fosters a sense of
a community of learning and in which
appreciation of the humanities plays
a prominent role. Those who benefit
from this experience, especially young
people making the transition to adult-
hood, should come away with critical
self-understanding and the qualities
of heart and mind that make for good
citizenship. These qualities include a
critical discontent with the present
in the light of the past, the ability to
relate disparate phenomena and to
imagine perspectives that differ from
one’s own, an appreciation of nature
informed by science and art, and a
sense of ethical responsibility.

George M. Marsden is the Francis
A. McAnaney Professor of His-
tory Emeritus at the University

of Notre Dame and the author of
The Outrageous Idea of Christian
Scholarship.
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The threats to this ideal are famil-
iar. University education has become
a commodity (Delbanco mentions a
half-dozen recent books whose titles
suggest such themes). Parents and
students want to get something tan-
gible—usually training for a job—for
their money, especially since the most
recent economic downturn, but often
the highest rewards for professors
come from specialized research and
publication, not teaching. Meanwhile
costs keep going up as schools compete
for students and present themselves as
though they were luxury resorts.

Promiscuity, sexual and curricular,
is so pervasive that not only do colleges
not tell students what to think, “most
are unwilling even to tell them what’s
worth thinking about.” Delbanco cites
a remark of the former director of the
immense University of Phoenix (five
times larger than Ohio State): “I'm
happy that there are places in the world
where people sit down and think. We

need that. But that’s very expensive.
And not everybody can do that. So for
the vast majority of folks who don’t
get that privilege, then I think it’s
a business.”

elbanco is well aware, of

course, of the problems of

the exclusiveness of earlier
American college education on the
basis of religion, race, sex, ethnicity,
and social class. But he steps past the
usual critiques to ask what we can
learn about the common humanity
of earlier Americans.

He is particularly open to finding
value in religious concerns not his
own. So, for instance, he draws an
analogy between the Puritan experi-
ence of mysterious and undeserved
grace and the transforming illumi-
nation that might take place in a
young person’s classroom experience.
Delbanco, who describes himself as a
nonobservant Jew, likewise expresses
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